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RIGHT DRESS
By THOMAS W. BYRNES, C.P.A.
There is a time and a place for every
thing. Memory pictures Aunt Sophronia
and Uncle Asaph strolling on a Sunday
afternoon in the early 1900’s. She in a
sedate tailor-made down-to-the-ground
walking suit, and walrus-mustached he in
a tall silk hat, frock coat, striped trousers,
high button shoes, and Oh Yes, carrying a
gold headed cane. Quite the mode in those
days, but if they were to appear today
what shrieks of raucous laughter that
happy pair would evoke from the long
haired men and short-haired women one
now sees in Sunday attire of open-neck
sport shirts, slacks accentuating positive
bulges in the wrong places, and sloppy
foot-wear. In that earlier era business and
professional persons, and their staffs
dressed in keeping with the tenets of good
taste while engaged in their daily tasks.
If the changed attitudes toward leisure
habiliments were confined to the hours of
relaxation and places of comparative ob
scurity little fault would be found by non
conformists. However, the tendency of re
cent years has been to carry the informal
ity of personal appearance into business,
and one frequently finds office and other
employees reporting for duty arrayed for
hikes, the tennis court, and other types of
recreation. That this spirit has been shared
and the practice followed by young per
sons engaged in public accounting are the
reasons for these lines.
A profession imposes obligations upon
its practitioners. The outward appearance
of dignity is one of them, and to observe
this and to command the respect of the
community as a professional, one must
first look the part. Just because time seems
to have outmoded the special Sunday suit
custom of years gone by is no justification
for carrying a continuous holiday atmos
phere into one’s workaday activities.
Carelessness on the part of assistants in
the matter of dress, and failure to evi
dence other outward indications of ac
quaintance with the requirements of
respectability, have caused embarrassment
to many accounting firms.

This writer deplores the tendency to
wards untidiness and without presuming

to suggest how the young accountant
should present himself at his or the client’s
office, offers the following excellent advice
taken from “Auditing Procedure” by
Bacas, Madden, and Rosenkampf: “The
public accountant should be neatly dressed.
He should avoid gaudy attire and sporty
clothes. He should naturally be clean and
keep his clothes in good condition. Those
who have business with a public account
ant expect to deal with a person who is
careful and conservative. If the appearance
of the public accountant does not bring
these qualities to mind, he is often at a
disadvantage.”
There is another worth while side to the
matter discussed above and it is the degree
of assurance and. self-confidence possessed
by the person who knows that in any com
pany his appearance is above reproach.
To this feeling of self-esteem may be ad
ded what Dickens says in Martin Chuzzle
wit “Any man may be in good spirits and
good temper when he’s well dressed.”

Aspirants for recognition as profes
sionals owe something also to their col
leagues. It is hoped this article will remind
those who are lax that their appearance
is not in their own best interest or the
interest of the profession.
While Mr. Byrnes’ remarks are ad
dressed to men, the general implica
tions of his comments may be taken
to heart by women. Certainly it is
important that the woman accountant
dress in a manner which is appropri
ate to the type of service she expects
to perform. Mr. Byrnes is an instruc
tor in advanced accounting at Colum
bia University and also serves as lec
turer and associate professor. He is
a member of The American Institute
of Accountants and of the New York
State Society of C.P.A.’s, and is a
certified public accountant of New
York and New Jersey.

Reprinted from the November 1945 issue of The New York Certified Public Accountant.
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